July has brought a whirlwind of
WSSA action. As | looked at the
calendar, | realized the month was
almost gone and, once again, |
am late putting a message out to
you all. First, a little business.

Since my last message, Director
Dave Brown and | spent a few
days in Washington DC working
with partners from DHS, BI2 and
the Congressional Western Cau-
cus on a range of issues from
the IRIS project to western public
lands policy.

Sheriff Matt English and | re-
turned the following week where
we met with representatives from
NACO who were in town working
on PILT and SRS funding. We

. had the opportunity to meet with
congressional staff associated
with the house agriculture com-
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mittee and testified at a congressio-
nal hearing about the importance
of repealing the USFS criminal
prohibitions rule. We also touched
on the pressing need to fund co-
operative law enforcement agree-
ments at a reasonable level. We
felt well received on all our issues.
Later that day, Sheriff English and |
received a special invitation to meet
with members of the congressional
western caucus where, thanks to
Congresswoman Maloy, we were
given the opportunity to address
Secretary Brooke Rollins directly.
The Secretary was very helpful and
promised to work closely with us to
resolve our issues.

The following week, Sheriff Dan-
nels and | returned to DC where
we spent some very informative
time at DHS headquarters before
joining Attorney General Todd
Blanche for a meaningful meeting
at the Whitehouse.

Just as all this work was happen-
ing in the background, my mind
was on the catastrophic emer-
gencies our member sheriffs are
dealing with across the west. Fires
and floods seem worse than ever.
Homes, cabins and ranches are
burning, displacing residents and
killing livestock.

Amid all this destruction, | have wit—-]
nessed something, not surprising
but definitely remarkable. Sheriffs
stepping up to help other sheriffs. |
am aware of many instances where
sheriffs hear of an emergency in a
neighboring county and immediately
send resources. We are all busy
and developing relationships takes
time and requires real effort.

My message this month is to take
the time. The relationship is worth
investing of your time. Relation-
ships truly matter. | encourage
every sheriff to pick up the phone,
call your neighbors.

Develop a relationship.

Send some resources when you
see a sheriff in need. | can promise
that the unique network of peers
you are a part of will repay you
greatly over the course of your time
in elected office.

The office of Sheriff is strong, but we
are stronger as we stand with each
other in times of need. | am proud to
be counted among you! Keep up the
great work!

—Sincerely,

Sheriff Tracy Glover
Kane County Utah
President of WSSA
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